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GIMINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES* of the Parish Council Meeting, held at Gimingham Village Hall. 

 
Monday 13TH January 2025 at 7.30pm 

 
1.         ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES: 
             Present: Daniel Gotts (Chairman), Alan Gotts, Richard Lea, Donna Drake. 
             Apologies were received from: Michelle Englestone, Ali Cargill and County 

Councillor Ed Maxfield. 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS:   

None. 
 

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING and ANY MATTERS ARISING FROM THEM:  
The Minutes from the previous meeting held on November 18th were accepted as 
correct and approved unanimously.  
 

4. PUBLIC FORUM: None; no members of the public attended. 
 
5. PLANNING: 
               None. 
 
6. CORRESPONDENCE: 
               Ed Maxfield, County Councillor had already submitted his report (emailed to 

Parish Councillors prior to meeting and which can be viewed on Parish Council 
website).  

                
7. MATTERS ARISING: 
              a. Clubhouse/playing field – the Clerk reported there had been no response 

from the online advertisement or from the one in Crab Tales magazine, so she 
will readvertise. Cllr Alan Gotts said he knows someone who might be able to 
find the water pipe on the premises in order to connect.  There is still a lot of 
rubbish inside the clubhouse including about 20 chairs the football club had 
taken over there from the village hall, and other discarded items. It was agreed 
the building must be cleared out. Cllr Drake knows someone who might want 
some of the chairs. It was agreed by all that the grass will need regular cutting 
and that the Clerk will contact three contractors, including the current one, to 
obtain the best possible quote. The entire playing field needs to be cut and, 
when weather permits, to cut the beech hedge on the inside of the field. Cllr 
Cargill will be asked if his offer of cutting the hedge adjacent to the road still 
stands. 

              b. Graffiti on bridge – the Councillors decided to postpone this for discussion at 
the next meeting.  

              c. Delivery/installation of replacement SAM2 camera – This was delivered to 
the Clerk last week. Cllr Alan Gotts has now fixed it in place and will move it to 
different places around the village as and when necessary. An Android phone 
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will be required to receive updates on speeding drivers and Cllr Drake agreed to 
receive this information. 

              d. Allotments – some of the Parish Councillors met at the allotment sites last 
Saturday morning and were disappointed with the neglected state of some of 
them. It was agreed that the Clerk will contact these people and ask them to tidy 
them up and clear all rubbish from the sites. One allotment holder had moved 
from the area and abandoned both plots he had previously rented. The Clerk will 
obtain three quotes to clear the two plots to begin with, as well as another small 
one which is vacant, but the Council cannot afford to pay for any more yet. The 
Clerk and Cllr Alan Gotts have now compiled a list of the allotment holders and 
invoices had been sent out. Two allotment holders had asked if the driveway to 
the Buxton site could be improved but this was not possible at the present  time 
due to financial restraints. It was agreed that about 10 tons of asphalt planings 
would do the job and would likely cost around £30 per ton.  

              e. Meeting with Anglian Water – Clerk has arranged for Joseph Thompson, AW’s 
Regional Operations Manager, to meet with Councillors in the village on 
Thursday 30th January regarding the problems with sewage in the River Mun.    

              f.  Fosters – informed Cllr Alan Gotts that Land Registry is insisting a surveyor is 
engaged to measure the plot of the village hall. A local farm manager had told 
Cllr Lee that the plot extends to about 6’ at the back into the adjoining field and 
that there could be a soakaway in the ground there. The Chairman will ask a 
surveyor he knows to give a quote.   

              g.  Drainage – The Chairman highlighted the ongoing drainage problems in the 
village explaining that it was meant to have been resolved by 2025. A survey had 
taken place from the sewer bed up to Sandy Lane, but nothing has been heard 
since. There had been a meeting in the village about this on January 23rd 2024. 
Jack Griffiths had informed the Chairman that they had the money to do it and 
had cleared it with his boss in Highways beforehand. Cllr Maxfield wants an 
update on this from Highways.  The Chairman added that the Environment 
Agency will be commencing works this Thursday at Church Farm, then on to 
Gimingham Mill and to Mundesley.  Cllr Alan Gotts said that the drains were last 
cleaned out on February 27th 2023. A few days before Christmas, Highways 
came into the village and pumped water into the drains to try and soften up the 
compressed mud and silt inside them, but whilst doing so they blocked pipes, 
water overflowed and completely flooded one adjoining property. As a result, a 
Highways Manager visited and organised a camera to go into the drains, but 
nothing has been heard since, and it is vital that the Parish Council is informed 
without further delay.  

       
8. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS. 
              a. Payments: 
                

Gimingham Church – donation 
towards grass and hedge cutting 

 
£600.00 

 
Play Inspection Company 

 
£108.30 
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Countryside Recycling – bottle banks 

 
£6.00 

 
Crab Tales – ad. for storage unit 

 
£50.00 

 
Clerk wages (7 weeks to 01.01.25) 

 
£466.76 

 
TOTAL: 

 
£1,231.06 

 
              Cllr Lee explained that it costs £200 monthly to have two cuts done around the 

church/grove area, but only around £90 per month is raised in donations. It was 
agreed that it is essential for the grass to be cut and the requested £600 
donation will be given. The Chairman asked for quotes to be given for the work. 

               The Play Inspection report was discussed and a future inspection will be 
reviewed again in a few months. 

               The bottle banks at the hall will need to be reviewed and consideration given to 
their future viability.  

               b. Bank balances as at January 13th 2025: Treasurer’s account (current a/c) 
£5,271.37. Access account (deposit a/c)  £5,173.26. 

               c. Budget for 2025 – 2026 was discussed and agreed. The precept to March 31st 
2025 was £9,000 but after careful consideration the Councillors felt there was 
no option but to increase it by 15% to help cover ongoing increasing costs. The 
donation to the village hall is being reduced although the Parish Council will 
continue to pay for the grass cutting around it.  Proposer: Cllr Richard Lee, 
seconder: Cllr Alan Gotts.               

 
9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 
              a.  County Councillor Ed Maxfield has a Household Support Fund produced by 

Norfolk County Council which is available to people struggling with the cost of 
living.  

              b. The Clerk has reported potholes near The Pound and the river to Highways. It 
appears that some have been filled in but the standard of work was lacking, and 
the Chairman thought it was probably because it had been done by Rangers.   

               
10. ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA:  
               The Clerk was asked to specifically request County Councillor Ed Maxfield’s 

attendance. 
 

The next meeting was confirmed as Monday 10th February 2025 at Gimingham 
Village Hall at 7.30pm. 
 

              There being no further business the meeting concluded at 22.00 hrs. 
 
 
DANIEL GOTTS - CHAIRMAN                                    
Date:                                      
                                        * These are draft minutes only until agreed at the next meeting. 


