
GIMINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES* of the Parish Council Meeting, held at Gimingham Village Hall. 

 
Monday 10th February 2025 at 7.30pm 

 
1.         ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES: 
             Present: Daniel Gotts (Chairman), Alan Gotts, Richard Lee, Michelle Englestone. 
             Apologies were received from: Donna Drake and District Councillor Roy 

Macdonald. No members of the public were present. 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS:   

None. 
 

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING and ANY MATTERS ARISING FROM THEM:  
The Minutes from the previous meeting held on January 13th were accepted as 
correct and approved. Proposed by Cllr Englestone and seconded by Cllr Alan 
Gotts. 
 

4. PUBLIC FORUM: None; no members of the public attended. 
 
5. PLANNING: 
               An application has been received for 12 Lancaster Estate, ref. PF/25/0088. This  
w           was supported with no objections.      

6. CORRESPONDENCE: 
               Ed Maxfield, County Councillor had already submitted his report (emailed to 

Parish Councillors prior to meeting and can be viewed on Parish Council 
website). In light of the recent County Council’s decision to vote for the 
cancellation of the May elections, he believed there were advantages and 
disadvantages to the outcome. He had voted in favour of cancelling the 
elections and had not been contacted by anyone expressing an opinion either 
way.  

                
               The Clerk had received an email from Anthony Domeisen regarding the situation 

of MADRA in Knapton. Parish Councillors will be forwarded the email for their 
response. 

 
               The Clerk has also received an email from Norfolk County Council explaining 

that it has identified 300 Roadside Nature Reserves (RNRs) equalling 100 
kilometres of species rich verge, covering approximately the area of 57 football 
pitches.  They are to be managed for the benefit of wildlife. The Green Spaces 
Team informed the Parish Council that a new highway verge in the parish “…has 
been identified and a high-quality candidate for RNR – RNR 233 Heath Lane. 
Work will commence in Spring 2025 to install posts at these sites to better 
inform the public and contracted cutters on the location…”  Further information 
on the RNR project can be found on the County Council project.  The Chairman 



asked the Clerk to send a Freedom of Information Request to NCC to ask how 
much this is going to cost NCC county wide.  

  
7. MATTERS ARISING: 
              a. Allotments – the Clerk reported there were still monies owing from allotment 

holders for their plots. Cllr Alan Gotts explained that many of the allotments 
were in a disgusting state; some holders had left white goods, baths, and other 
household rubbish laying around. He had met one contractor on site this 
afternoon who said it would be too big a job for him to do, but has given the Clerk 
details of two other contractors to contact. Another contractor is visiting the site 
soon to quote for the work, but it is expected to be an expensive job to clear the 
plots to a standard in order to re-let them.  The Clerk has written to the holders in 
question asking them to clear their plots of the rubbish. It was agreed that if they 
did failed to do so within a month, she would write to them again informing them 
that the Council would arrange for the plots to be cleared and the holders would 
be liable for all costs involved, and if necessary action would be taken against 
them for recovery of debt.  Cllr Alan Gotts said that when invoices are sent in 
October, allotment holders must be informed that if their plots are untidy, their 
rental fees will have to double, due to the cost of clearing them up. The 
Chairman had received a quote of £200 + vat from a contractor to cut the sides 
and tops of the hedges at both allotment sites. Cllr Lee suggested asking a 
contractor he knows for another quote, which the Clerk will arrange. 

              b. Meeting with Anglian Water - Joseph Thompson, AW’s Regional Operations 
Manager, and Glen Batey, current Manager for the site, met with Councillors in 
the village on Thursday 30th January regarding the problems with sewage in the 
River Mun. Mr Thompson said that lessons had been learnt from the problem 
caused and Anglian Water had been fined £36,000 for it. The Chairman felt that 
Mr Thompson had tried to shift the blame on to the contractors. 

              c. Drainage – The Chairman expressed his disappointment that after Jack’s 
promise that the funding was available to carry out the necessary works, it 
hasn’t yet been done. Unfortunately Jack has now left and Chris, who is now 
responsible, told the Chairman that the drains are running freely but slowly and 
they have been checked, which the Chairman disputed as completely incorrect, 
adding that the job is probably proving to be too expensive to do - although Jack 
had previously said the funding was available to do it, and that the only way to 
solve the problem was to do the job properly from the outset which would be for 
the water to run a natural watercourse into the River Mun, out to Mundesley 
Beck and into the sea, but it now appears that Chris wants the cheapest option 
which is not the most effective one. The Chairman said that Gimingham has 
received little investment for drainage over the years, despite being situated on 
very low land.  He specifically asked for an emergency meeting with Chris, and  
Cllr Maxwell will contact him to arrange.  

               d. Clubhouse -  Despite the unit having been advertised to rent, there have been 
no enquiries. It was agreed to lower the rent to £200 pcm to attract interest and 
the Clerk will readvertise at that amount. In July 2023 a quote of £3,230.40 had 
been received to connect 3 phase electric from an overhead pole. A new water 
supply connection started at £1,400. The Clerk was asked to take photographs 



of the chairs inside the unit to sell online for the Parish Council. The Clerk was 
also asked to contact Anglian Water to find out if they have a map/plan showing 
the location of the stopcock which they could send, if not, to arrange for an AW 
representative to meet the Parish Councillors on site.  

               e. Grass cutting – Three quotes had now been received to cut the grass on the 
entire field. The best quote came in from JW Gardening at £120 per cut to do the 
grass mowing and strimming. The Clerk was asked to proceed with this 
contractor and to ensure he can be flexible as to which days the cutting needs to 
be done. Cllr Alan Gotts will meet him when he visits the allotment site for the 
quote on clearance.  The beech hedge alongside the playing field has now been 
cut, courtesy of Cllr Cargill. 

                  
     8. FINANCIAL & ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS. 
              a. Payments: 
               It had been agreed at last month’s meeting that a £600 donation be made to the  
               Church to help towards the cost of grass cutting. Due to the Parish Council’s low     
f             funds at present, it was agreed that £300 would be donated now with the 
              remaining £300 given around April when the first precept payment had been     
 r           received. 

 
Gimingham Church – 1st half: 

 
£300.00 

 
Westcotec: 

 
£3,810.00 

 
Countryside Recycling – bottle banks: 

 
£26.40 

Clerk wages (5 weeks to 05.02.25) and 
postage costs: 

 
£336.80 

 
TOTAL: 

 
£4,473.20 

 
               Payments proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Cllr Alan Gotts.  
               b. Bank balances as at February 10th 2025: Treasurer’s account (current a/c) 

£5,526.37. Access account (deposit a/c)  £5,173.26. 
                
9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 
              a.  Westcotec informed the Clerk that to have the new SAM2 camera unit 

connected to a mobile phone would cost an extra £379 + vat. Cllr Gotts said that 
when he had rung Westcotec when the first unit went missing, he asked for a 
replacement to be identical to the stolen one. The Clerk had also reiterated this 
to Westcotec and will write a stern letter to the company about it, as they did not 
seem to be as open or transparent as they should have been. 

              b. Cllr Lee reported that Gimingham Church is now having to face an increase in 
costs: £8,000 to be paid to the Norwich Diocese and £1,000 to the Trunch group.  

              c. The Chairman reported that he had learnt some of the Village Hall Committee 
were unhappy that their usual annual donation of  £500 was being reduced to 
£250. He explained that the Parish Council simply could not afford to continue 



giving £500, and that the Village Hall received money from the recycling bins, 
and the Parish Council paid for the grass to be cut at the Hall. 

              d. Cllr Gotts referred to the potholes in the village, including the one on the 
corner at the top end of the river. The Clerk has already reported this but will 
chase it up. There is also another large pothole on Landguard Road, which she 
will also report.     

               
10. ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA:  
                
 

The next meeting was confirmed as Monday 10th March 2025 at Gimingham 
Village Hall at 7.30pm. 
 

              There being no further business the meeting concluded at 20.55 hrs. 
 
 
DANIEL GOTTS - CHAIRMAN                                    
Date:                                      
                                     

 

                   * These are draft minutes only until agreed at the next meeting. 
 


